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any issue that could fairly TDC said to have arisen out of the general strike, and denounced them as vindictive measures little likely to restore peace between Capital and Labour. Resentment on this subject undoubtedly accounted not a little for the defeat of Mr. Baldwin's Government in 1929.
De-rating and " Public Assistance "
The principal domestic measures of the remaining years of this Parliament were the great " de-rating " scheme introduced by Mr. Churchill in his Budget of 1928, by which agriculture was relieved wholly and industry to the extent of three-fourths of the the burden of rates, and local authorities compensated by grants from the Exchequer costing the tax-|               payer 22 million pounds per annum. This measure was
*'              criticized for its lack of discrimination between prosperous
I              industries of a local character which could well afford to
I              contribute to the rates from which they benefited, and others
I              like railways of a national character which, were called upon
to pay for local objects, such as road-making, from which they drew little advantage, and even suffered disadvantage. The Government replied that discrimination was impossible in practice and that it was in the general interest to remove the incidence of raring from industry. Later in the year a Local Government Bill instituted the important reform whereby " Public Assistance Committees" of County and Borougn Councils were substituted for Boards of 'Guardians* This was a useful step towards unifying administration and humanizing the Poor Law.
Peace and Disarmament
Peace and Disarmament had a chequered history after the conclusion of the Locarno Treaties. The Naval Conference at Geneva in June, 1927, broke down on a dispute between Great Britain and the United States about the allocation between big and small cruisers of an agreed amount of tonnage. Tempers ran high on both sides and American methods of propaganda outside the conference room caused some resentment. When the conference ended, Lord Cecil, who had represented the Government, resigned on the ground that he had " over and over again been compelled by his instructionsirect action " intended to coerce Parliament ought to be checked, but Trade Unionists protested that the pther objects were outsidef relief
